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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 


Aet. XX .—Renal Affections, their Diagnosis and Pathology. By Charles 
Frick, M. JD., Philadelphia: Lea and Blanchard, 1850. 

. The subjects of the above work are attracting increased attention from their 
important relations to various pathological conditions of the Bystem, every 
alteration of the renal secretion from the normal condition indicating a corre¬ 
sponding functional disorder of one or more of the organs of the body or of the 
vital processes. Every addition to our knowledge is thoreforo to bo hailed as 
affording material assistance in investigating morbid changes, and aiding in the 
diagnosis and treatment of affoctions of an obscure character. 

In tho work beforo us, the urine and ita relations are separately considered 
in six chapters, comprising a large amount of information embraced in a mode¬ 
rate spaco, and treated in a manner indicating considerable familiarity and 
industrious examination. Tho first chapter is of a preliminary character, and 
relates to the proper collection of tho Bpecimcns of urino to be eubjccted to 
observation, and of euch superficial examinations as may bo made at the bedside, 
and which will frequently decide whether farther and more accurato investiga¬ 
tions will be necessary. The second chapter includes a consideration of normal 
conditions, and tho deviations therefrom, and an account of different chemical 
methods by which an excess of a normal or the presence of an abnormal product 
may bo detected, the precautions necessary in practico and the comparative 
value of each; and, in an appendix to tho chapter, a few observations on rarer 
ingredients and tests of a doubtful character. Tho microscopic examination 
talcs up tho third chapter, and contains several illustrations of the different 
substances observed, which have the merit of actual observation, being drawn 
from tho author's own specimens and characteristic of the usual forms as they 
are presented to tho eye of the observer. Tho pathological condition indicated 
by tne appearances of the urinary secretions or tho practical applications of the 
preceding observations are contained in chapters four and five. Uric acid and 
urea, phosphates, sugar, &c., havo their various relations examined and the 
different views explanatory of their derivation and formation, freely noticed 
and compared. Views are given of the connections existing between urea and 
uric acid of practical importance, and tho explanations sustained by a review 
of tho phenomena which accompany the increase or diminution of either pro¬ 
duct. Urea is conceived to be derived from the perfect oxidation of uric acid 
in tho system, and when from any cause tho supply of oxygen is not sufficient, 
or if the proportion of ingesta is too great or require a greater amount of oxygen, 
then this deficiency is perceived by the uric acid making its appearance in the 
urine, tho kidneys being the appropriate organs to throw off this excretion. 
The practical bearing of this theory is exhibited in gout and rheumatism ex¬ 
planatory on the one hand of tho prophylactic agency of exercise and. on the 
other of the injurious effect of rich (containing much fat) living and tho use of 
alcoholic beverages, tho former increasing tho supply of oxygen and tho latter 
increasing tho proportion of the matters to be subjected to oxygenation; not, 
however, resting the production of the disease on chemical laws andngencies, 
but considering the nervous influence also to ho imperfect in its action. Tho 
other deviations from the normal condition are similarly treated of, and, under 
oxalate of lime, views previously expressed by tho author are again reproduced, 
in which tho dumb-bells, are considered in some cases if not all to ariso from de¬ 
composition of uric acid after excretion by the kidneys; but whether this decom¬ 
position results in tho production of oxalic acid or is Bomo intermediate stage in 
Us formation, is not yet mode out Tho work concludes by directions in chapter 
the sixth for the examination of urinary calculi. Tho whole work we consider as 



172 Bibliographical Notices . [Jan. 

creditable to the author, and are gratified to find his attention so strongly 
directed to these investigations, in which a large field is opened for exploration, 
and which he will no doubt cultivato with advantage to himself and the profes¬ 
sion. R. B. 


Art. XXI.— The Diseases of the Breast, and their Treatment. By Joiiy Bmorrr, 
Assistant Surgeon at Guy’s Hospital, &c. See. London, 1850: pp. 204, 8vo. 

This handsome and copiously illustrated volume embodies the essay to which 
the Jacksonian Prize for 1848 was awarded by tho Council of the ltoyal Col¬ 
lege of Surgeons of England. The author has availed himself of all the appli¬ 
ances of modem scienco in investigating tho subjects of which ho treats, 
including chemistry and microscopy. 

The subject proper of tho volume i3 prefaced by a very good account of tit 
anatomy of the mammary gland. From this survey of the healthy structure of 
the organ, the author infers that there are three periods during which its statical 
condition varies very nucb, with tho different capacities and offices of the breast 
at these several periods, and that tho samo division may bo made in studying its 
pathological history. Accordingly, he treats in separate portions of the book of, 
1st “The diseases occurring before puberty; 2d. The diseases during the 
establishment of puberty. 3d. The diseases after the establishment of puberty.” 
The latter section comprises those affections of the organ happening during preg¬ 
nancy, tho puerperal period and lactation; and such as may occur at any period 
or age subsequent to puberty. 

Before puberty, tho gland in both sexes is in a rudimentary condition, pos¬ 
sessing no special function, its life-acts being confined to those of ordinary nutri¬ 
tion. The diseases to which it is subject at this ngc are not, in general, peculiar, 
but are such as may affect any tissue. The author lins, therefore, very little to 
say concerning them; his remarks, after enumerating the anatomical peculiari¬ 
ties of tho organ at this early period of its development, are comprised in brief 
notices of the following cases: 1st. “ Abscess of the breasts in an infant twenty- 
five days old, preceded by secretion of milk in both glands.” 2d. “ Tumefaction 
of tho breasts of an infant upon the cessation of hemorrhage from the vulva.” 
3d. “Abscess involving the mammilla at the ago of three months.” 4th. 
“ Swelling of tho breast in a child sixteen months old.” 

In the second period, os above defined, morbid actions, though rather more 
frequent than in tho first, are still rare, and usually of a very mild character. 
Tho novel sensations which aro experienced at this time in the breast—of fulness 
or heat—slight tenderness on manipulation—occasional shooting pain—can 
scarcely bo called morbid. They are incidental accompaniments to tho in¬ 
creased nutrition of the gland, by which the true gland-tissue is developed, a 
tissue possessed of a higher character than it enjoyed before. Sometimes, how¬ 
ever, inflammation affects this organ, nnd Mr. Birkctt has seen “chronic abscess 
form during this period of development in a very strumous girl.” He admits, 
also, that carcinomatous growths sometimes occur at this penod. Besides these 
affections, the gland is liable to neuralgia, to hypertrophy, and to a precocious 
development 

Tho third period of female life is infinitely the most prolific in diseases of the 
breast, and it engrosses, consequently, the volume before us. 

A few pages are devoted to the anomalies in the number and situation of the 
breasts . The author has met with “ one case of congenital absence of one of the 
breasts, unaccompanied by other malformations;” and several instances are 
noticed in which absence of one or both of the mammae accompanied some other 
important organic deficiency—generally of the ovaries. 

“ Pteiomazia,” or a redundancy of mammary glands, is more frequent. Mr. 
Birkett has collected fourteen reported cases. “ In ono of these, fivo mammary 
glands existed. Most of tho supernumerary glands secreted milk, although the 
women did not in all cases allow their infants to suck them." Ho quotes at 



